YESTERDAY'S TERROR AND TO-DAY'S

opened. His reason was an excellent one. As I have
already said, I was in constant touch with various
British firms throughout my stay in Russia, my object
being to secure, wherever possible, favourable con-
sideration of British goods and machinery. This
was known in certain hostile quarters, and excellent
care was taken to see that my correspondence
passed into the right hands before reaching me.
This had grown to such proportions and my com-
plaints had been so frequently disregarded that I
had finally approached the highest possible quarters.
Things had gone so far that I had even caught them
in the act of photographing my drawings and tracings.
I secured the copies and laid strong emphasis on
thorough measures being taken to keep such irregu-
larities within check.

A very definite ukase had been issued to the
effect that any further interference with my corre-
spondence would be a most serious matter. Yet
letters were opened and the specimen I have repro-
duced is but one of many. So powerful is the
O.G.P.U. in Russia that I am almost ready to believe
that there is nothing in that country their agents do
not know. Most letters addressed to a Russian from
abroad are censored, whilst their system of records
makes the dossier systems of France and Germany
mild in comparison.

Their agents are everywhere. They even asked
my son very shortly after our arrival in the U.S.S JL
to become one. This was politely refused. There is
no gainsaying the fact that everyone of the Russian
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